
EPIPHANY 5 STJOHN
ELW Service of the Word Sunday, February 9, 2025
WELCOME VIDEO
PRELUDE
CHOIR ANTHEM
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG Blest Are They (ELW 728)

GREETING (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (ELW 
413)
 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
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3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215)

Let us pray.
Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels 
and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in 
the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING (VISUALWORD): Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had 
six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
 the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 
altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that 
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I 
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heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I; send me!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138
 1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
  before the gods I will sing your praise.
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified 
your name and your word above all things. 
 3 When I called, you answered me;
  you increased my strength within me.
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.
 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord,
  that great is the glory of the Lord.
 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly,
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 
right hand shall save me.
 8 You will make good your purpose for me;
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 
works of your hands. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

A reading from 1 Corinthians.
 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
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through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
   For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures,  and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, 
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not 
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though 
it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or 
they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 216)

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL (VISUALWORD): Luke 5:1-11

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the 
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lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one 
of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they 
caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so 
that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their 
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (ELW 863)
 
1 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
thy majesty how bright! 
How beautiful thy mercy seat 
in depths of burning light! 
 
2 How wonderful, how beautiful 
the sight of thee must be-- 
thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r, 
and awesome purity! 
 
3 No earthly father loves like thee; 
no mother, e'er so mild, 
bears and forbears as thou hast done 
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with me, thy sinful child. 
 
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, 
almighty as thou art, 
for thou hast stooped to ask of me 
the love of my poor heart. 
 
5 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
thou everlasting friend! 
On thee I stay my trusting heart 
till faith in vision end.

A STATEMENT OF FAITH

We are not alone, we live in God's world. We believe in God: who has 
created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 
reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We 
trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God's presence, to live with 
respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist 
evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In 
life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation.

READER 1 God of surprising abundance, you call your people to 
enter deeply into the world. Equip us to respond to your call, gather up 
what we have, and offer it to all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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READER 2 God of creation, provide protection from the elements 
and other hazards to all whose work brings them outside: for fishers, 
ranchers, line workers, and construction crews. Guide us to live carefully 
alongside the wonders of the land and waters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 3 Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve 
in the armed forces, that they respond to their commission with wisdom 
and patience. Ensure that all who serve are kept safe in body, mind, and 
spirit. We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

PASTOR Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering 
from addiction, mental illness, injury, or illness of any kind (especially). 
Draw helpers to their side so that they find relief from their burdens. God 
of grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 4 Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless 
the labor and efforts of this congregation, that we may be a sign of your 
presence in the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 5 We thank you for those who have courageously gone 
before us in the faith. May we too show a deep trust in you throughout 
our lives. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that 
your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

VISUALWORD

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
 
1 "Go, my children, with my blessing, 
never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 
you are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, 
you are my own." 
 
2 "Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, 
what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son's story, 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure." 
 
3 "Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit's power filled you, 
here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, 
joyful and free."
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DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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